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HON. SHIRLEY CHISHOLM
One of America's Most Dynamic and Inspiring Political Leaders
In 1969 Chisholm became the first black woman to be
elected to the Congress of the United States. In 1972 she
made history again by campaigning for the Democratic
Party nomination for President: the first Black woman to
seek the nation's highest office.
Shirley Chisholm is unquestionably one of America's
most dynamic and inspiring political leaders. Elected to
Congress in 1969, she challenged its conservative tradition
and became a force to be reckoned with. As chairwoman of
the Education and Labor Subcommittee on elementary,
secondary, and vocational education, she held hearings to
prod the bureaucrats to curb sex and racial bias, particu-
larly in vocational education. Later, she was the only
woman, and the only Black American to sit on the power-
ful House Rules Committee, and she was a leading
member of the Congressional Black Caucus.
After 13 years in Congress, Representative Chisholm
announced that she would not seek reelection to the Con-
gress. She cited her longstanding intention never to
remain in politics throughout her productive and creative
life, and she revealed the frustration and difficulty of serv-
ing her constituents while conservatives control gov-
ernment in Washington. She retired in February, 1982.
She is the author of two books: UNBOUGHT AND
UNBOSSED, her autobiography; and THE GOOD
FIGHT, the story of her 1972 bid for the Presidency. She is
currently at work on her third book to be published in
1987.
Congresswoman Chisholm is an inspiration to us all. She blazed her own Chisholm trail across our political
landscape. By writing, teaching, lecturing and traveling around the nation, Mrs. Chisholm hopes to create a new
national state of mind that demands peace, prosperity and equality for all Americans.
SUGGESTED LECTURE TOPICS
THE STRUGGLE FOR PEACEFUL CONFLICT RESOLUTION
POLITICS IN THE EIGHTIES
THE STATE OF THE UNION
POLICY ISSUES INFLUENCING AMERICA
HUMAN RIGHTS IN A CONSERVATIVE ERA
CONTROVERSY VS. CHALLENGE IN EDUCATION
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